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NBC BRIEFING 1 May 1958
INDONESIA

XI. Focus of military eperations in Indonesia has shifted to North
Celebes area where Lt. Col., Sumual is in command of dissidents,

A. North Celebes Task Force, headed by Sumual, landed Morotai
aaily morning of 28 April supported by two P-5ls.

1. Ploanes effectively silenced light resistance put up by
central govt troops and dissidents reportedly are in
control of island.

II. Dissident planes, singly and in pairs, have also carrled out series
of successful strikes in past few days against govt targets in
Bornec and East Indonesian islands.

A. Successful strikes have been made on following:

1. Tornate and Djailolo--points on or near Halmahera 1island
(26, 28 and 29 April). Light damage sustained from bombing
and strafing and possibly one gun boat sunk in Ternate
harbor.

2, Horot#i air base--communications center and fuel drums hi t.

3. Ambon harbor and airfield on Ambon island (27 April)--
three ships (British, Italian, Panamanian flags) damaged
and three fuel storage tanks destroyed; Lt. Col. Pieters,
local commandor and Sukarno's favorite, may have been killed.

4. Balikpapan, Borneo (26 April)-~hits on airfield and near-
by storage tanks; corvette "Buang Tuah," damaged and one

British taoker destroyed.
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{a) As result railds on Balikpapan, Shell has temporarily
closed iis Borneo installations thepe and on
fwo iglands north of Borneo.

$, Palu Bay on Celebes west coast.(zs and 30 April)--
in three strikes there dissident plane sank

three freighters, probably destroyed fourth,

strafed harbor shipping intensively.

6. One »f recently purchased Russilan ships reportedly
hit in Makassar Strait.
IXI. Premier Dguanda on 30 April made strongest public accusation
to date of foreign involvement with dissidentis.

A. In press handout, Djuanda sald pilots employed by
dissidents are. American and Chinese Nationalist,
claimed government had poovof of forelgn supply of
arms and aircraft, and warned that foreign intervention
would have "very wide consequences™ and called for
denunciation of this intervention by Asisn and African
nations,

B. Sukarno reportedly encouraging both Commie and pon-
Commie trade unions to denounce fufeign intervention
at May Day cdebrations.

IV. Forelgn M . nister Subaudrioc has asked US mediation with

Chinese Nationalist government on supply of arms

to dissldents,
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Y. Djakarta newspppers have printed story by visiting Turkish
newspaperman to effect Caltex oillconp-ny transpprted aArms
for Central Sumatran dissidantknépﬁcompqny ships,

Also accused Caltex officisls of alurtiﬂg.dissidentn

to American airdrops of arms. B

A. Ye speculate story may have hsen 1n§pired by
Djakarta govermment to lay groundwork for later

get~tough policy teward company.
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In Zusxira, major military opuraiicoas are lavgely completed with fall
©f lasi sigoificaat urban centers O govi--Taratung ia Tapasuli oa
27 spril sod Bukittingei, tho dissidomnt capital, ou 2% Anvil.

b
B.

c.

.

Both were reported sccupied with ag resistince. l
Plapidents elais they are contimming Boaervillia warfare, but

evidence is aot conwiscing. |

Sovt geonpation woves iavinde bassiug of political sctivity;

sppointoant &f military sdministostors, screening of police,

wilitary, sad civil service.

In South Sumates, ceRtrdl govt has relieved Bujor Nawawi, deputy

commandor of aren, who was known by govt to be sywpathetic to

dissidents aud probably assistisg thww.

1. Avmy chief haa sent Lt. Col. Ibxu Sutown, doputy chiaf of |
stall to Palesheng au troubleshooter to “purge™ losal f
sonuand.

2. This coduld be prelude teo action sgainst Lt, Col. Barliaw, | ‘

Bouth Sumatras mm, o parhape bas straddlioed fenoo ‘

toe long, Poluom ywonr om "aeuet
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1K | | | | |
V&2, Prosidont Sukerso appoxrs confideant of early military victery asd
‘seams o be prepurisg for rasumption of yolitical mansuverisg, -
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6.

e

Ay political settlement likely De lwpused ratber thun nagotiated.

Sukaras reporiod planning anothar intwimﬁ conlarsace, m%
cas be expected o waks every effort to onyurs Bis cun pirsesal
posur wud acceptunce of hiw syates of “gaided dosocracy,™ |
sltiough thers may b wisdow-Sressiag concansions Lo POoglons.

1. In this, bhe will continus have stroug support of Communist
Party. | |

Some aray. lesders apparsatly are sapedvering 1o isprove arsy's

position.

1. Public ststement by Brigadior General Diatikusuno, dopply
ehiel of wiuff, now conmending Necth Somatys, bhas strongly “
sugpestod Indonssin leok to army for lesdership.

2. Djatilmeuwd reportadly stated “Commanisls arve geitiag toe
stroag snd w0 musi ¥top them" and proposed that nntiomal
slectiong~-woheduled for 19E5--be poutponed five yoars.
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